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Copyright protects the authorship of creative works and forms of expression like songs, poems, movies, music, writing and art. It also protects things like architectural drawings and software. While copyright doesn't offer protection for ideas, it does cover the expression of ideas - say, in a song, a picture or a writing.

Copyright grants ownership to the person who created something and gives them exclusive rights to it. That means the creator decides how it's used, when it's used, why it's used, and other people need permission from the creator to use it. When others use copyrighted material, licensing fees are usually paid to the person holding the copyright. 

Although it isn’t required, registering a copyright with the US Copyright Office is the best way to protect creative works of art, architectural drawings and software. In order to be registered, a work must meet certain guidelines to be considered creative: it must be original, creative and fixed in a tangible medium of expression. Once registered, the material must carry the copyright (C) symbol whenever and wherever it is used. 

Copyright protection lasts a long time - the life of the author plus 70 years. If something is “made for hire” or created by a person as part of their job, then protection lasts 95 years from publication or 120 years from the date of its creation - whichever comes first.
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